













December 14, 1938 
Pi C T!ON 
MUST BOOKS 


January 23 
Hull, Helen FROST FLOWER Coward, McCann 
* Helen Hull has established a place for herself in the -upper brackets of 
light fiction, well done. This is good "Hull" - a dexterous, subtle portrait of a 


family, perhaps less sophisticated in the choice of theme and characterization than 
some of her previous novels, but a very genuine piece of work. She has a gift for 
getting below the surface, for the delineation of rather tenuous reactions, under-— 
currents and overtones of everyday living. The family around which the story re- 
volves consists of Edwin and Phyllis Collings and their almost grown son and daughter, 
a family held together by the understanding, affection and diplomacy of the mother, 
Into these placid waters comes the threat of storm, when the widow of a man who had 
been her lover for a passing moment threatens disruption of the family circle. The 
action in the story takes place within the compass of the days when the marriage is 
threatened; the background is brought in through skilful handling of memory patterns. 
A sympathetic, deft treatment of the subject. Should ring the bell for both sales 
and rentals. $2.50 


January 40 
Stong, Phil THE LONG LANE Farrar & Rinehart 


Ken Brubaker, a boy of about twelve, is the sole representative of the 
younger generation in his family, and around him the affection of his family revolves. 
Then comes the crash — the adored uncle from California and the lovely mother run 
away together and the serenity of the Iowa homestead is broken. As the story unfolds, 
one grows into an awareness of the hold of a place over human beings, of the tensions 
of emotional values disrupted, of an adjustment that is sound and human. It is less 
a story of the farm than of the people on it - a story perhaps more in the mood and 
tempo of Stranger’s. Return than anything else he has written. Not as fine a book as 
State Fair; not as important a book as 3uckskin Breeches. - but good middle register 


Stong. $2.50 


February 18 
Thompson, Sylvia THE ADVENTURE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMIN Little, Brown 


Sylvia Thompson in holiday mood, in a light story with somewhat the aura of 
a modern fairy tale. Christopher Columin is the hen-pecked husband of a club woman - 
but the worm will turn, and Christopher is no exception. And when he turns, he turns. 
His adventures in Europe, hunting up obscure and unknown relatives, embarking on 
travels with a naive faith in the goodness of mankind, serving as foil in a succession 
of odd adventures in romance, and winning new friends and an eccentric sort of fame, 
make amusing reading for anything but serious moments, A book that will rent and sell 
on Sylvia Thompson's name, but that will do little to add to her fame. $2.50 
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DARK HORSE POSSIBILITIES 


February 3 
Lowe, Eric SALUTE TO FREEDOM Reynal & Hitchcock 
* Here is a newcomer —- presumably Australian - with a rattling good tale, a 


book that, properly launched, stands a chance for being in the vanguard of important 
dark horses for 1939. It is the life story of an only son of a rancher who has in- 
herited property and added to it, and who has pinned his hopes on the boy, seeing in 
him the gifts of his erratic and brilliant uncle, and hoping to give him through 
education and contacts, the stability his uncle lacks. It is absorbingly told - this 
unfolding of a dual personality, his adaptation to environment that is not his own, 
his deep love for the land to which he is heir, his fear of hidden cowardice, his 
inability to face reality, his search for a way of freedom. It is a superb story of 
boyhood in leash; a fine story of youth on wrong paths. The handling of the maturity 
seems less sure, perhaps, but the characters are so soundly built, the background so 
deftly interwoven, that the story holds the interest to the end, a tragic end, which 
yet justifies the rest. A book to watch. $2.75 


And Watch These - for. Various. Reasons. 


A new Susan Ertz, under a new imprint - short stories, BIG FROGS AND LITTLE FROGS 
(Harper); Josephine Lawrence's A GOOD HOME WITH NICE PEOPLE (Little, Brown), a sure 
rental item; the new Ben Ames Williams, THREAD OF SCARLET (Houghton, Mifflin); and - 
a dark horse, backed by the Book-of-—the-Month Club, THE SWORD IN THE STONE (Putnam). 
See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


January 3 


White, T. H. THE SWORD IN THE STONE Putnam 
Here's a book which I advise someone on your staff to read. I frankly 

confess that with me it failed to "click" - and yet I know there are people who will 

find it (or pretend to find it) "utterly charming." In nonsense vein, with a bit of 


whimsy — and a background of profound knowledge of the lore of England's myths and 
legends, of King Arthur and his knights, in the making, of Robin Hood and his merrie 
men, of chivalry and witchery and the fundamentals of nature in woodland and water, 
the author tells in reverse the story of the training of "the Wart", of his exper- 
fences in other worlds than human through the agency of his tutor, Merlyn, and of 
his eventual emergence as King Arthur. I loved the transformation scenes; I loved 
the nature passages. The balance alternately annoyed and irritated me. And the 
intermingling of bits of modernity, deliberately off key, seemed to add nothing but 
a sense of tomfoolery to the whole. It is co-choice for Lojtan Pearsall Smith's 
utterly delightful Unforgotten Years as Book-of-the-Month for January, so is apt to 
get a sood press. $2.50 


January 25 
von Stockhausen, Juliana BEFORE DAWN Dutton 


This is pleasant but unimportant, and it seems already dated, dealing with 
the decaying Austrian aristocracy, near Vienna, and the reluctance to accept the first 
steps towards National Socialism. A story of a crisis that comes with the marriage of 
Carlo, sober-going gentleman farmer, and unworldly Marie Antonie, who fights against 
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his way of life and thought. There's a nostalgic aura to the description of tradi- 
tional lares and penates, and the conventional arguments of the well-born are posed 
against the new ways of thought. $2.50 







January 29 











Whitehorne, Earl SUPERCARGO Funk & Wagnalls 


Not tops — but a holding yarn of the sea, told with good suspense and con- 
viction. The year is 12859 ~ the scene is South America. A young American visiting 
| various ports on business takes passage on a small cargo ship manned by a Spanish 

I captain and a Chinese crew. There is mutiny - the American survives a massacre of the 
| 

/ 







whites - there is a storm at sea, a mad crew, eventual escape into Siberia. The actual 
facts are true - the story built around them is good entertainment for the founty 
audience. $2.00 








February 9 

























Pine, Hester BEER FOR THE KITTEN Farrar & Rinehart 


| Good rowdy fun among college faculty - but not for your puritan. There is 

| almost no thread of story, but a connecting link in the events of the school year as 

| they affect everyone from the president down to the instructors and even the students. 
Threatened scandals are averted; politics pull wires behind the scenes; departmental 
antagonisms add spice to routine; the wives play their part. There's a bit of ribaldry 
| e in the dialogue; the characters are thoroughly good company; and there's more than a 

| generous dash of sex in education. Public libraries ‘ware! $2.50 


| February 10 
Cleugh, James | TUSCAN SPRING Reynal & Hitchcock 


| For those who are steéped in the spirit of the Renaissance, and like their 

| fiction in the flowery style of the period, this fictionized life of Botticelli will 
appeal. The material is in itself romantic; the author has not taken full advantage 
of his opportunities, But he does manage to recapture the ornate, full-blown atmos-— 

| phere of the period, and is faithful to the details of Botticelli's life, loves and 
work. The Simonetta story is fused into his life, with its results on his work after 
her death. A book for a somewhat limited market. $2.50 


February 15 (?9% 


Hale, William Harlan HANNIBAL HOOKER: Random House 
His. Death and Adventures 


Picaresque adventures, both physical and intellectual, of an Indiana Quaker 
who studies at a Boston Theological Seminary. Yis professional career, first in the 
ministry, then -— after a marriage, escape to Haiti; involvement in revolutionary 
activities, and emergence as a journalist, somewhat unorthodox in his loyalties and 

. activities. The book is largely discussions - the Church, love, life, ways of living - 
@ shockers for the orthodox, humor for those who like their theology barbed. But it is 
a bit inclined to be tedious and talky-talky. Hannibal, presumably, is a sort of 

modern Quixote. Can't see a general sale - though it might get a snob appeal market 


on its oddities. $2.50 
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February 15 


Taylor, Katharine Haviland DAUGHTER OF DIVORCE Lippincott 


A light novel built on the results of divorce in the life of a girl, buffet- 
ed between two homes, - a mother who is an opportunist and a socialite, and a father 
who is pedantic and self-engrossed. Elizabeth is jilted by a play boy; decides to 
marry an earnest and brilliant young professor, but slips the halter just in time and 
elopes with the play boy. Then comes hard luck (deserved?) — and a thorny path to 
true love. Unresolved - so so. For rentals. $2.00 


Ertz, Susan BIG FROGS AND LITTLE FROGS Harper 


A better than competent collection of short stories, readable, most of them 
entertaining, a few of them original. There is nothing particularly significant about 
their style, but the story technique is down pat, the stories are varied in setting 
and substance. This is the type of collection that rental libraries would do well to 
stock, as there is something in the volume for every taste and mood, and they avoid 
the pit-falls that unfit most short story collections for recommendation to conval- 
escents, and other good short story consumers. For the characteristic -— and best - of 
the group, read the title story, You Got To Live, Little Journeys, Something on the 
Air and Be Yourself. Note that Susan Ertz is publishing under the Harper imprint. 

$2.50 + 


February 17 


Gardiner, Dorothy SNOW WATER Doubleday, Doran 


Here is another segment in the American background, an historical novel of 
the opening up of the agricultural possibilities of Colorado. Captain Bartor, delib- 
erately resigning from the army because of policies he could not approve, builds his 
dream city. This is the story of that building, of the frontiersmen who went into 
the process, of the friendships and enmities, of the politics and strife, of idealism 
and self-seeking, and of the conflict with nature for supremacy. "Snow Water" was 
the name of the second irrigation channel, and around the problem of water for agri- 
cultural purposes the theme of the story hovers. The secondary theme is the story of 
the marriage of the captain and the little New Englander, a struggle for supremacy of 
a different sort -— and the building of a Matriarchate within his kingdom. Well done. 


$2.50 





Lawrence, Josephine A GOOD HOME WITH NICE PEOPLE Little, Brown 


Miss Lawrence in each of her books demonstrates once again the fact that 
the world in general likes to pick out the mote in the brother's eye. She is adept 
at selecting her thesis and writing a commonplace story of commonplace people around 
it, wrapping her little sermon in cotton wool and telling a story that half the world 
will recognize as fitting, at some point, the other half of the world. The present 
volume presents in story form, various aspects of the servant problem. When one 
finishes, one feels for a few hours desperately self-conscious in dealing with one's 


own phase, and then dismisses it as not pertinent - but --. Rental libraries chiefly. 
$2.50 
Marquis, Don SONS OF THE PURITANS Doubleday, Doran 


An unfinished fragment - and it is good enough to leave one with real regret 
that it is incomplete. The story of the orphan child of a minister, brought up by a 
maiden aunt in a conservative, gossip-ridden Illinois town. The plot centers around 
Jack's problem of a profession - to be or not to be a clergyman. There's lots of 
flavor of the town and its people, and much of it is amusing and original. $2.50 
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February 23 





Hill, Grace Livingston THE SEVENTH HOUR Lippincott 


You know your market for G.L.H. "They say" she rents like hot cakes. So 
be it.... Religion in a great big way, through the League for Betterment of Morals, 
in the story of Dana Barron, the good little boy, who after his father's death, meets 
evil incarnate in his sister, brought up by the mother who had run away. He and his 
chum bring sister the light, and all ends in wedding bells. $2.00 








February 28 












Williams, Ben Ames THREAD OF SCARLET Houghton, Mifflin 


* The Strumpet Sea put Williams on the map again as a first rate spinner of 
yarns. Now this reenforces the judgment, in a story of Nantucket during the War of 
1812. Privateering and the blockade had cut off the island's food supplies, and 
young David, somewhat unwillingly hailed as a hero, forces himself to attempt to meet 
the demands of the islanders, and to down the whispers of cowardice. Failure - 
ultimate success - and the right ending. Good full length portrait of a brief period 
of Nantucket's history, based on authentic material and characters, and a well told 
tale. $2.50 

























February 9? 24 


Hauck, Louise Platt JULIET, INC. Penn 


Good rental society stuff, with the glamour-debutante-whirl atmosphere, a 
Long Island setting, and a story of two sisters, one post-deb, clever and successful 





fl e in an elite-luxury business, the other a beautiful madcap youngster -— and the attract-— 
ive next door neighbor. It has the goods - for that type of rental fan. $2.00 
: J 

Stebbins, Lucy Poate PEACOCK PLACE2)19 Penn 


Homely type of light fiction, built on small town doings. The story of 
Julie, who at 30, has been for twelve years, the family drudge, her romance dimmed, 
and her sisters victorious. Then the sweetheart of her girlhood comes back to town, 
and after their due mead of rocky paths, they reach an understanding. $2.00 


MYSTERIES, THRILLERS AND WESTERNS 


January 4 


Fair, A. A. THE BIGGER THEY COME-- Morrow 
* Ingenuity plus in a fast paced mystery. Out-of-work Lam is accepted as 
server of divorce papers by a woman private investigator. He does - this leads to 
murder, and Lam virtually blows up the police department with proof of his ability 
to get away with murder. California setting. * $2.00 
January 18 
Walling, R. A. J. THE CORPSE WITH THE BLISTERED HAND Morrow 
mr. Tolefree and his sidekick find a country invitation extended for a spot 
. ) of work. Murder has been done in an historic house, and it takes slow digging to un- 


ravel this and another crime. Not a book for the casual mystery hound - typical 
Tolefree. $2.00 
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January 26 
Du Bois, Theodora DEATH TEARS A COMIC STRIP Houghton, Mifflin 


This may be a bit weak on the mystery angle, a little inconclusive, but the 
lively patter and nice people more than compensate. There's a morphine murder, with 
intricate medical details, a Simon Legree stepfather is killed, and his engaging 
stepchildren seem the culprits. The young McNéills to the rescue, Anne and her 


Surgeon-Sleuth husband. $2.00 
February 4 

Chandler, Raymond THE BIG SLEEP Knopf 

* A good one in the tough school, in which private detective Marlowe is hired 


to investigate a blackmailing and finds himself bucking a well-run gang, several 
murders, and the D A's office. Hard-boiled, fast paced, plenty of action, some sen- 


sationalism. Not for conservatives. (California setting). $2.00 
February 8 
Foster, Bennett THE MUSTANGERS Morrow 


Though the story is slim, the telling raises this above average. Reb is 
peacefully trapping wild horses, and is drawn into a fighting feud, involving murder 
and robbery. Reb saves a girl and proves a man's innocence. $2.00 


February Lé 


Cunningham, Eugene GUN BULLDOGGER Houghton, Mifflin 


A young detective acting for the Cattlemen's Association turns outlaw when 
he is framed for murder by the crooked sheriff. With a good nest egg he lights out 
for Texas to look up kinsmen, and there breaks up a gang of rustlers, saves his uncle's 
ranch and finds the girl. Good riding-shooting Western; mediocre style. $2.00 


February 15 


Terhune, Albert Payson GRUDGE MOUNTAIN Harper 


Terhune fits his collie Grey Dawn into a Western setting for a mystery- 
adventure yarn, with a background of Indian history and legend. Not top ranking, 
but the dog element will win plus sales. $2.00 


Wynne, Anthony DOOR NAILS NEVER DIE Lippincott 


Dr. Eustace Hailey is certain that the police suspect in a kill on the 
hunting field is innocent, and sets about proving his point. An unconsummated mar-— 
riage provides the motive and leads to embarrassment on the part of the English in- 


vestigators. Sober-paced with not much to make the blood run faster. $2.00 
Lomax, Bliss COLT COMRADES Doubleday, Doran 
* Good tale - well written - way above average. A Western outside the pat- 


terned rut, in which Cattlemen's Association detectives are fired for failure to find 
an outlaw, take jobs on a ranch on the down ¢rade, outwit the plotters, and ultimately 
wipe out a crooked gang. A romance is cut short - but the two are reinstated and sent 
on to another trouble spot. $2.00 
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February 17 











Russell, Charlotte Murray THE CASE OF THE TOPAZ FLOWER Doubleday, Doran 


This time Jane Amanda Edwards is on vacation and amateur sleuth Wally Kent 
works with the Chicago police on three deaths, holding out a bit to protect a girl, 
The question of wills is the keynote, and it takes a weather report to supply the clue. 
So-so ~ no strain on the grey matter. $2.00 












Howes, Royce NASTY NAME MURDERS Doubleday, Doran 


A new setting for an original story of threatened sabotage, closely linked 
with murder, in triple deaths on board a freighter with a strange name. The ultimate 
clue is found not only in the names of the ships of the Line, but in the faked names 
of shippers and receivers of merchandise. Good yarn. $2.00 








February 23 










Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE PERJURED PARROT Morrow 


* Differs from usual run of Perry Mason tales, in that this is the least com- 
plicated by legal twistings and double-crossing clients. The murder of a wealthy 
philanthropist provides Mason with a chance to balk the #¢rasping widow (if she is a 
widow) and keep an innocent woman from the clutches of an over-ambitious D A. Perry 
Mason addicts may think he is slipping a bit from his hard-hitting style; but the 
general public may find it more to their liking. $2.00 
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Niles, Blair THE JAMES Farrar & Rinehart 


* The Rivers. of America series is achieving the impossible. With a carefully 
chosen group of authors, with rivers selected to symbolize segments of the American 
background, the series has managed to sustain an extraordinarily high level of inter- 
est, historical value, readability, and at the same time, complete individuality in 
method of treatment. The combination of Blair Niles’ name, a Virginia background, 
and one of the best of a fine group of books makes this a predictable best seller, an 
essential item for libraries, schools and the general public interested in Americana. 
It is a very personal interpretation, in terms of characters, of Virginia history as 
it touches on the James River. Early colonization resolves itself into the story of 
John Smith and Pocohontas; there are full length portraits of Washington, Jefferson, 
Lee, Pickett, Pryor Maury and others famed in two wars; there is the modern panel in 
the inspiration of the restoration of Williamsburg. A vivid panorama of periods with 
the accent on the human quality of historical figures. Though occasionally she senti- 
mentalizes and glorifies,she makes it all absorbingly interesting. Illustrated by 
Edward Shenton. $2.50 


| Watch For. These Possibilities 


& The current European situation gives focus to THE FORGOTTEN PEACE by J. W. Wheeler- 
Bennett (Morrow); SEVEN SEAS ON A SHOESTRING by Dwight Long (Harper) is good adven- 
See below. 





ture. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 


January 17 


White, W. Bertram THE MIRACLE OF HAWORTH Dutton 


A controversial item on the subject of the Brontes. It is an ever-new and 
dramatic story, this story of a gifted family in Haworth parsonage, and Mr. White has 
given it due value, retelling a story chiefly from the angle of Charlotte and Emily, 
but with the family picture, the settins of the moor, and influences impinging on 
the sheltered life. He disagrees with most chroniclers in establishing with letters 
and diary extracts, a more pleasing picture of family relationships, of a loving and 
understanding father, of no rift in sisterly relations. He makes his point, though 
perhaps he weakens his own argument by overstressing it. Whatever the opinion of 
the scholars about his evidence, his story is exceedingly well told and good reading. 
And his analysis of the work of the brother and sisters is a valuable contribution. 


$3.50 


Levinson, Horace C. YOUR CHANCE TO WIN Farrar & Rinehart 


A statistician deals with chance in several fields, attempting to give a 
detailed account of the rise of the theory of chance in the theory of statistics. 
Not a book for those with no mathematical leanings. Step by step he works out the 
figures on various games, poker, roulette, heads and tails, bridge, etc. Then from 
games to business, -— stocks and bonds, advertising, etc., trying to eliminate specu- 
lation by scientific proof of the law of possibility. Where statistics have failed 
(as in the Literary Digest poll). Technical, involving a good deal of higher mathe- 
matics, but told in simplest form. A specialized item. $2.50 


January 18 
Wheeler-Bennett, John W,. THE FORGOTTEN PEACE Morrow 


This book acquires immediate importance in view of the question of Hitler's 
next move, of Lithuania, Poland, etc. For here is a careful study of the personal- 
ities, the problems and the step by step incidents leading up to the Treaty of Brest- 
Litvosk. The importance of this peace, since almost forgotten, mounts daily, as 
conditions on the troubled borders make one feel the necessity of knowing more of 
the past history of Lithuania, Livonia, Courland, Poland and Finland. There is no 
attempt to relate the past to the present, the book deals only with 1918; but the 
facts are there for the student of modern history to unravel. Wheeler-—Bennett makes 
the personalities of the conference live; he paints in details of the distraught 
world of that moment. As I read the book, I felt that it opened the way for a plus 
sale of the latest Arnold Zweig book, The Crowning Of A King, which dramatizes certain 
aspects of the same conditions. $5.00 


- 


Janvery—t9 He brary) 
Greenman, Russell L. THE WORKER, THE FOREMAN AND THE on ACT Harper 


* This is a book that should help clarify some of the problems of procedure 
under the Wagner Act and the N.L.R.B. The author is a consultant in labor relations 
for McKenzie, Wellington, and in this book he has analyzed and interpreted eighty 
decisions, each demonstrating a basic point, and has presented his material in clear 
fashion. He aims to prove that, contrary to general understanding, the N.L.R.B. 
shows a sound judicial attitude towards both sides, makes common sense decisions,and 
appreciates the problems concerning plant supervisors dealing with employees where 
union rulings are involved. $1.50 
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Announcing for January 23 
Rice, Elmer AMERICAN LANDSCAPE Coward, McCann 


In book form, the new Elmer Rice play, now on broadway. $2.00 


January 24 


Mannin, Ethel WOMEN AND THE REVOLUTION Dutton 


Mrs. Mannin is an avowed and staunch communist, frankly partisan, whole- 
heartedly advancing the virtues of the communist regime. She writes of revolution 
in relation to women, meaning by "revolution" ~ recreation and new birth. She traces 
the history of revolutions and what they have contributed to women's emancipation, 
social, political, moral, vivifying her story with human interest episodes in the 
lives of women protagonists. She attacks Fascism, and its attitude towards women 
bitterly. Finally, she outlines the gains: no class nor church taboos, easier mar- 
riage and divorce. terms, elimination of prostitution, advance in education, better 
living and working conditions, greater freedom along all lines. - A not very con- 
vincing piece of propaganda. $3.00 


Ezekiel, Mordecai JOBS FOR ALL Knopf 


The author has given years of service to the Department of Agriculture, and 
believes only by putting millions back to work can our capitalistic system be saved. 
To this end he recommends planning on a vast scale, industrial expansion on the part 
of the basic industries in collaboration, so that operation and payroll expansion 
will dovetail. His emphasis is on raised standards for the individual American rather 
than a super state. Industry, Labor and Government must get together, plan and dis- 
cuss jointly. He analyzes the pitfalls of the N.R.A. and shows how we are now ready 
to approach national planning more intelligently. He recognizes the dangers of mis— 
application, but thinks they can be avoided. A challenge to industry. $2.00 


January 25 


Brown, Cora, Rose and Eob SOUPS, SAUCES AND GRAVIES Lippincott 
Though temptingly appetizing and inspiring for the expert who wishes to 
become yet more expert, this book is not in line with most of the Browns' cookbooks 
from the angle of sheer readability. It is a practical book only for the connoisseur; 
the everyday cook or housewife would find it too much the gourmet's handbook, too 
dependent on accessibility of rich ingredients, fat pocket-—books and specialties in 
which the average chain érocer does not invest. However, it inspires even the rankest 
amateur with the desire to expand beyond routine courses. $1.75 


January 40 


Merrild, Knud A POET AND TWO PAINTERS Viking 


In a preface, Aldous Huxley claims for this book, the most objective handl- 


ing of D. H. Lawrence. In comparison with Lorenzo in Taos, etc., the claim is cer~ 
tainly warranted. Knud Merrild, a Dane, and his colleague-painter, Gotzsche, came to 
Taos and there met Lawrence. They were invited to spend the winter with the Lawrences, 
at the cabin ranchhouse. This is the story of that winter. Lawrence is shown in 
everyday contact, with his complex and paradoxical theories quoted, for the most part, 
from his own work. He brushes over some of the extravagant features of Lawrence's 
personality and way of life, but he makes a distinct addition to the portrait of a 
baffling, confused genius, gay, violent, juvenile, petulant, egocentric, with his mad 


loves and mad hates. Simply and colorfully told, with many points of human as well as 
$3.50 


literary interest. 
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January 31 


Stern, Philip Van Doren THE MAN WHO KILLED LINCOLN Random House 


The publishers classify this as non-fiction. Actually, the story of John 
Wilkes Booth's crime is told in the form of a novel. Step by step, beginning with 
his initial plan for abducting Lincoln, his mad hatred of the man, his sudden shift 
to thoughts of murdering not only the President, but Seward, Johnson, Grant. The 
ramifications of the plot, with only his own part coming through to success, followed 
by his flight, the firing of the Garrett barn, the suicide and the story concocted 
by the soldiers. An interesting analysis of the processes of Booth's mind, the back- 
ground and motivation, the details of the killing, and the rounding out of the story. 
Controversial material - presumably the finished book will give sources and author- 
ities. $3.00 ? 


February 20 


Ginzberg, Eli THE ILLUSION OF ECONOMIC STABILITY Harper 


A fair but depressing analysis of the errors of thought which are somewhat 
responsible for our present economic plight. A careful study of many phases of busi- 
ness, of depression cycles, of the symptoms and tactics which characterized the era 
following the World War, and the New Deal reveal startling similarities and equally 
startling differences - but apparently no indication that the present is profiting 
by the lessons of the past. The author does not seek to present a cure. He merely 
puts his finger on the growth of an illusion - the peak of its power - and the death. 
In so doing, he hopes to point the way of error, that a new way may be sought. A book 
for students of economics, business men, etc. $2.50 


> / 


ar. 
Kahm, Harold S. HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR LIFE “/ “” Harper 


A hack job, down the alley of numerous books in like vein. Oversimplified 
advice on odds and ends:~ money and saving, human relations and making friends, how 
to become a good conversationalist, health, mental hygiene, travel, personal back- 
ground, a practical philosophy. Just another book about everyday living. Pass it 


up. $1.75 See 


February 924 
Eidesheim, Julie EDITOR AT WORK Farrar & Rinehart 


Everyone in publishing knows Julie Eidesheim as the most able of the edi- 
torial experts for that very particular job of putting a manuscript in perfect form 
for the printer. This is a how-to-do book for the would-be editor, a fairly tech- 
nical book, but exceedingly valuable for the aspirant seeking first aid. She out- 
lines the editor's chief functions, - the necessary tools of memory, vocabulary, 
ability to concentrate; reference books, with specific data on selected works. 
Library research. The technique of fact checking, construction, punctuation, spell- 
ing, word forms, capitalization, italics, footnotes, proof reading. In fact — the 
mechanics of editorial work, in practical form for study and reference. Specialized - 
but a wide market at that. $2.00 


Duggan, Eileen POEMS Macmillan 


Pleasing lyrics, emotional rather than intellectual, along two main lines. 
First - verses on the external world of nature, with an undercurrent of sympathy and 
pity. Second - verses of deep religious feeling. She has a sift for original meta- 
phor, with occasional conceits and loose rhyme patterns. But a nice quality all in 
all, characterized by simplicity, harmony and feeling. Preface by Walter de la Mare. 


$1.75 
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February 9 


Gardner, Horace J. HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! Lippincott 


Good library item for parents planning parties, for other types of birth- 
day celebrations, family and friends. Parties divided by age groups, with type of 
party suited to each group, suggestions for games, old and new, costumes, kinds of 
food, etc. Astrological prophesies, etc. Good stock item for party shelf. $1.00 


February 15 


Nomad, Max APOSTLES OF REVOLUTION Little, Brown 


As "a key to the understanding of the rise and the decline of revolutionary 
movements" the author traces the backgrounds, motivations, developments of the careers 
of Blanqui, Marx, Bakunin, Nechayev, Most, Makhno and Stalin. It is a picture of the 
whys behind the "ever-recurring tragic failures of all revolutionary mass movements, 
which invariably fall short in achieving their originally professed aims", in "the 
inherent contradiction between the interests of the leading group and those of the 
uneducated rank and file" and in "the establishment of a new aristocracy, regardless 
of the ideas professed". It is a thorough going job, helping to interpret today's 


problems, $3.50 
February” 2 

Long, Dwight SEVEN SEAS ON A SHOESTRING Harper 

* The log of a three-year jaunt around the world, covering over 30,000 miles 


in a 32-foot ketch. The author picks up knowledge of navigation as he goes, he uses 
a pocket watch as chronometer until he reaches Sydney. The Jdle Hour. was his first 
sailing craft (and his fifteenth boat). He deserted a fairly successful landscape 
gardening business and set out from Seattle with a "paying guest" - across the 
Pacific. Haphazard seamanship led him into many scrapes, he seldom called on expert 
assistance, though he met with many of the sailing fraternity en route. He found 
ways to make money, and the final cost of the trip was $3,000. A leisurely three 
years, filled with incident - and winding up in New York harbor, where the hurricane 
put his boat out of commission. Good yarn - for the blue water minded. Preface by 
Alan Villiers. $3.00 


4 
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Scheinfeld, Amram YOU AND HEREDITY yf: © BoM ‘ Stokes 


An attempt to give the layman an opportunity of looking in on all phases of 

heredity — "the genes" to you! He handles the matter in everyday manner, and though 

at the start it seems limited in appeal, the interest grows as you read. Inheritance - 
and the reverse; myths of mating; birth; determination of sex; coloring; bone struc- 
ture: blood relationship and how it is determined; race; ancestry; the interplay of 
heredity and environment, etc. There is a good deal on the subject of physiological 
and psychological characteristics, enlivened by bits on the Dionnes, and so on, 

Popular in presentation, and fully illustrated with charts, graphs, tests and photo- 
graphs. A note of scientific authority is given by Dr. Morton D. Schweitzer, in the 


eG 
genetic sections. $3.75 
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February 17 


Draper, Arthur L. & THE STORY OF ASTRONOMY Dial Press 
Lockwood, Marian 


The background of the subject is laid through an historical tracing of the 
unfolding of scientific knowledge of the heavens, from its early beginnings to the 
present, the primitive tools, and the gradual improvements in method, the changing 
points of view and the contributions made by individual scientists. Then the various 
aspects of astronomical knowledge are presented:- the moon, the sun, the planets, 
comets, meteors, nebulae, milky way, etc. Nothing startlingly mw, except that the 
presentation makes it clear to the neophyte and easy reading for anyone. Illustrated. 


$3.00 
Mirrielus, Edith THE STORY WRITER Little, Brown 
* The best book of its kind that has come our way. A practical book for the 


aspiring short story writer and a book that experienced writers will find helpful as 
well. There are specific works to consult and analyze suggested in each chapter, and 
the development of the thesis is applicable to any fiction form. First -— substance; 
then ~ time, a device and how it can be used with varying effect; then point of ob- 
servation, whether subjective or objective, first person, stream of consciousness, 
etc. etc. Limitations and values of each type, according to the purpose. Repetition 
as a tool. Implication, whether in action or characterization. Manipulation of 
change, dialogue, choice of words from artistic angle. Each point is amply illus- 
trated from well-known short stories. A constructive piece of work, which should 
prove invaluable for writing courses, fiction study greups, etc. Call to attention 
of local clubs, $2.00 


February 20 


Steegmuller, Francis FLAUBERT AND MADAME BOVARY Viking 


This is sub-titled "A Double Portrait", which is misleading, as one expects 
ananalysis of Madame Bovary, and gets something quite different. It is a detailed 
study, based on letters, diaries, etc. of Flaubert's evolution from the year 1845 to 
1859, when Madame Bovary was published. At 2% Flaubert and his close friends were 
nauseatingly romantic - more in theory than in practice, for with the exception of 
his off-again, on-again affair with Louise Colet, Flaubert was fairly celibate. His 
first literary efforts reveal an unrestrained desire for exotic scenes, violence, 
orgies of passion and emotion. A trip to the Orient with du Camp lessened this as- 
pect of his character, and there followed long years of devotion to an ideal, Madame 
Bovary, who was really Flaubert himself, a ridiculous, hysterical bourgeois, subjected 
to merciless dissection, creating from the process a great work of art and the first 
truly realistic portrait of an era and a state of mind. The book is careful, solid, 
at times acute - but there is little new revealed in its pages. The approach to the 
novel through the evolution of the man is new, perhaps - but the facts have all been 
used before. However, there is not much in English available, so this should fill a 
niche. $3.00 
- 

February ?% esl 
Powdermaker, Hortense AFTER FREEDOM: Viking 
A Study of Races.in the Deep South 


A typical Mississippi town, a county seat, is taken for this careful study 
of the human problem of race in this delta district. Every facet of the subject is 
discussed, and the facts are based not only on a familiarity with the section and the 
problem, but on questionnaires, research and analysis. From the angle of race, as 
complete a picture of the community is presented as in Middletown, though from a 
different approach. Social, economic, educational, religious, human as well as 
racial - all in all a challenge to Americans everywhere. Specialized in appeal. $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 










Doubleday, Doran 
Wales, Nym - INSIDE RED CHINA — from 1/20/39 to 2/3/39 551 











Houghton, Mifflin 
Douglas, L. C. - DISPUTED PASSAGE — Definite date 1/14/39 












Macmillan 
Taracouzio, T. A. - SOVIETS IN THE ARCTIC - from 1/3/39 to 12/27/38 494 









Oxford 
Haggin, B. H. — MUSIC ON RECORDS - Correction. Not a guide only to Victor list 
but to all record manufacturers’ lists. 554 










Simon & Schuster 
Martin, John S. - GENERAL MANPOWER, INC. — from 1/?/39 to 2/2/39 555 
Wells, Susan - MURDER IS NOT ENOUGH - from 1/?/39 to 2/?/39 528 




















THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - JANUARY lst to 15th 


January 3 - Brand, Max — MARBLEFACE (Dodd, Mead) 557 

~ Coxe, George H. - FOUR FRIGHTENED WOMEN (Knopf) 55" 

we Forester, C. S. - FLYING COLOURS (Little, Brown) 525 

~ Frankau, Gilbert - ROYAL REGIMENT (Dutton) 551 

~ Lofts, Norah - COLIN LOWRIE (Knopf) 551 

~ Sabatini, Rafael - THE SWORD OF ISLAM (Houghton, Mifflin) 552 

- Smith, Logan P. ~— UNFORGOTTEN YEARS (Little, Brown) 560 

- Walsh, Maurice - SONS OF THE SWORDMAKER (Stokes) 552 

- White, T. H. — THE SWORD IN THE STONE (Putnam) 574 

January 4 -— Wylie, Max - RADIO WRITING (Farrar & Rinehart) 560 
January 5 -—- Phillips, H. A. - NEW DESIGN FOR OLD MEXICO (McBride) Note definite 

date. 533 

January 5 - Mason, A.E.W. -— KONIGSMARK (Doubleday, Doran) 526 

— Warner, Sylvia T. - AFTER THE DEATH OF DON JUAN (Viking) 553 


Douglas, Lloyd C. ~— DISPUTED PASSAGE (Houghton, Mifflin) 





January 14 
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SUPPLEMENT ON FOREIGN BOOKS - - Part || 


In cooperation with the dealer, B.Westermann Company, Inc., 20 West 48th Street, New 
York, these titles in French have been selected for individual or group reading. The 
prices are necessarily tentative. Further information about these and other titles 
can be obtained from Westermann's. This list is suggested simply as a nucleus, and 
the information given about the individual titles is intended as a guide for selling. 
Plus sale might be secured through calling this service to the attention of your 
customers who are interested in foreign books. See pages 557-8-9 for Part I. 


FRENCH BOOKS 


Braibant, Charles LE SOLEIL DE MARS Editions Den6éel 
"The March Sun" 


This is the first title of a trilogy which may, when completed, take on 
greater breadth and vitality than the first part would indicate. This book handles 
a rather tenuous psychological problem in the story of a child whose too early aware- 
ness of sexual matters shuts him out of the adult world, turns him away from his 
family, until he becomes more and more introverted, solitary, maladjusted to the world 
around him. The story ends at the outbreak of the world war, with a thwarted boy of 
sixteen facing insecurity. In the Goncourt tradition, a rigorously faithful analysis 
of psychological deviation, penetrating, but unsympathetic and of limited interest. 
The outside world plays no part, there is a paucity of action, the focus is entirely 


on the story of a troubled childhood. About $1.05 
Carco, Francis A VOIX BASSE Sequana Selection 
"Undertones" Albin Michel 


The well known novelist of the Paris slums and underworld turns to the memoir 
form, writing in tranquil, impressionistic manner of his childhood and literary be- 
ginnings. Moods rather than events, "fugitive confidences" form the substance of the 
book. Villefranche, the small town where he spent his early years, formative influen- : 
ces, Verlaine, Baudelaire, on to Lyons where he was schooled and where he was first 
attracted by the murky, degenerate bypaths of the underworld. Souvenirs of people 
prostitutes, with occasional divagations on art and literature. 


known, writers, poets, 
About $ .90 
Carco, Francis MONTMARTRE A VINGT ANS Sequana Selection 
"Montmartre At Twenty" Albin Michel 


This is a sequal to A Voix Basse, and perhaps of more general interest than 
the former by the very nature of its content. Montmartre in 1910, "the Bohemians of 
the great tradition,” artists and places. Sketches and anecdotes of many well known 
people, Daragnes, Utrillo, Picasso, Willy, and with two outstanding pieces of inter- 
pretative analysis on Paul Bourget and Katherine Mansfield, both of whom he knew very 
well. Interspersed with these are pen portraits of eccentrics, poseurs, degenerates. 
Carco is above all generous, lyrical, almost extravagant in his good will toward all, 
and patently nostalgic in this recapturing of days gone by. About $ .90 
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December 15, 1938 Foreign Book Supplement - 587 - 










Chardonne, Jacques LE BONHEUR DE BARBEZIEUX Stock 
"The Happiness. of Barbezieux" 










Leisurely memoirs seem to be the order of the day in France, and again a 
novelist-philosopher makes use of the genre. Here Chardonne portrays a very unevent— 
ful, simple life in Barbezieux, a small village in a region once famous for its wines, 
now for its cognac. School, law, military life, and finally years of retreat due to 
tuberculosis. Paris, working as an editor for Stock, and bits of this and that about 
authors. Two things are outstanding in this rather specialized remembrance of things 
past, one, the picture of the village and countryside of his youth, the other his 
mellow, perceptive commentary on mankind, rather than any specific things he has 
experienced personally. He is a philosopher first, a story-teller secondly, while 

the reverse may be said of Carco. About $.90 

















? 
Duhamel, Georges CECILE PARMI NOUS Mercure de France 
"Cecile In Our, Midst" 








This is the seventh volume in the Pasquier Chronicles, which, though par- 
ticularly French in context and approach, received a distinguished press over here 
last Spring. (Henry Holt) This volume does not differ greatly from the previous 
ones in the cycle, a well-studied, sober panorama of French middle class life. Cecile, 
a pianist with a remarkable talent, is the focus of this volume. Married to a direc- 
tionless pseudo -intellectualist who is incapable of any disinterested thought or 

7 feeling, she becomes increasingly restless, finding escape through catholicism and in 
her extravagant love of her small boy. The climax is reached at the death of the 
child which is a very moving scene in an otherwise stolid, careful picturization of 
the bourgeois, post-war world. About $.85 



















Fauconnier, Henri VISIONS Stock 
"Visions" 


This is pretty much of a pot-pourri by the author of Malaiste, a former Gon- 
court prize winner. The first section is a rather sensitive, charming pastiche of the 
author's childhood. The next few sections are personal experiences during the years 
spent in the Far East, the scene of his novel, of voo-doo and death in the swamp—bound, 
torrid, isolated jungle land. Then follows a rather fanciful, idyllic short story, 
and the last part is a brief against war in allegory form. Such a medley requires a 
skilful pen, but Fauconnier writes with sufficient artistry to handle these diversi- 
fied forms. Outstanding are the jungle episodes, which he portrays with color, sus- 
pense and restraint. About $1.00 


La Varende, Jean De LE CENTAURE DE DIEU Bernard Grasset 
"The Centaur. of God" 


* This is the winner of the 1938 Academie Francaise award, an historical novel 
set in Normandie in the middle of the last century, La Verende is a specialist in his 
6 field, the legends, customs, history of the famous Chouan families, that last outpost 
of feudalism, Norman peasants and lords hand in hand resisting political and religious 
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change, staunch adherents of the Bourbon tradition and of God. This concerns Ame lien 
de La Bare and his two sons, Manfred, heir to the estate, and Gaston, the ugly duck- 
ling. It is Gaston's story, a puny, withdrawn child - with his strange passion for 
horses and fanatical religious fervor. The conflict between property and the church 
constitutes the drama of the novel. However the action is the least part. The vital- 
ity of the book lies in the very scrupulous picture of a dying medieval tradition and 


way of life. About $.90 


La Varende, Jean De LES MANANTS DU ROI Filion 
"The Peasants of the Crown" 


Eleven short pieces by the Chouan chronicler, brief dramas played out in 
the years from 179% to 1950, again dealing with that unique Norman clan, priests, 
nobles and peasants, and their dual allegiance to King and God. More truth than 
fiction, these episodes deal with the violent, loyal fighters making their last 
stand for a Bourbon restoration, defeated in the end. La Varende has again portrayed 
the nobility and strength of these few fighting a lost cause through the years. Vivid, 
dramatic, often moving. About $.90 


Martet, Jean LE QUART D'HEURE D'ANIBAL BUMBO Albin Michel 
"The Quarter of An Hour. of dannibal 3umbo" 


The title is rather indicative of the novel, a picaresque, unconvincing 
melodrama played out against the contemporary Mexican scene. Bumbo is a soldier of 
fortune, who, while passing through a small village on his way to enlist in a rebel 
army, spends the night with the local belle who commits suicide the next day. He is 
haunted by the affair, the past of the girl, her weakling fiance and the village 
banker who represents the villain. He goes on to join his forces, is the commander 
of a regiment, and returns to the town to avenge the death of the girl. Of its kind, 


moderately entertaining. About $.90 


ANNOUNCING 


Prelude a Verdun and Verdun by Jules Romains, the next two volumes in the Romains 
Each $1.05 


cycle. 









Keep this sheet in your binder, until jou are thoroughly familiar with the nethod. 






INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE OF INDEX SHEETS 


Every subscriber on confirmation of subscription receives 











One leather binder 
One key set of index sheets, indexed according to publisher or 
alphabet, as stipulated on subscription form. 











Subscribers in the $7.50 or ¢10.@0 class receive an additional set of index 
sheets, so that the shop is equipped with both alphabetical and publisher key 
index sheets. , 
































Subscribers in the $15.00 class receive a third set of index sheets, duplicating 
either publisher or alphabetical key index, in accordance with preference, 


Additional leather folders may be obtained at cost to us - ¢1.00 each. 


2- Bulletins are issued twice a month. Each bulletin is indexed (a) according to 
publisher; or (6) alphabetically by author. If your subscription entitles you 
to one copy of each bulletin issued, and a publisher index, you will receive 
with each issue, the publisher index for that issue. If you have specified 
preference for an author alphabetical index, you will receive an author alpha- 
betical index with each bulletin. If you are limitea in clerical assistance, 
we should advise the use of gummed index sheets, which may be cut and pasted 
onto the key index sheets, rather than typed thereon. In other words, whatever 
your original stipulation for your key index set-up, subsequent bulletins will 
carry corresponding type of index. 


Subscribers who receive only one copy of each bulletin may have both types of 
index sheets, with corresponding key index sheets, at a cost of $1.50 per six 


months. 

e& Note; (The reason for the six nonths price is that new key index sheets are issued on 
the first of December and the first of June, so that Fall lists and Spring lists 
may be kept separate. ) 


3- When your bulletin reaches you, immediately after the first and fifteenth of each 
month, turn the index over to your typist, and have the items transferred to the 
key index sheets, or in the case of the gummed sheets, cut and pasted. 


For example, if the index in your case is a publisher index, the first item may 
be a Bobbs-Merrill book. ‘Take the key index sheet for Bobbs-Merrill and trans- 
fer the information on your new index onto this sheet. In this way, your key 
index sheets are kept up to date, and at any moment are available for ready 


reference. 


If your index is an alphabetical author index, the first item is almost surely 
an author beginning with A, Take your key index sheet for the letter A and 
transfer the A items from your bulletin index onto this sheet. This will mean 
that at any time you can locate the page reference for a new title under the 
author heading, a great help in giving your customers exact information on con- 
tent, customer appeal, publisher, publication date, price, ete. 


4+ Once the key index sheets are made up, you will find other uses for the individ- 
ual bulletin index sheets. One subscriber (probably more if we but knew it) uses 
his index sheets for jotting down his estimate of probable quantity on each title. 
Then, after the publisher's representative has gone over the sales talk, he ad- 
justs the quantity, and so keeps a running record, which will help him evaluate 
@ the service, In the case of the gummed sheets, this benefit is lost, as the 
sheets are destroyed by their very use. 


5+ KEEP YOUR KEY INDEX SHEETS UP TO DATE. The service will prove a service only if 
it is used. It is almost impossible to use any service if it not available for 
quick reference. This method of indegxing makes quick reference possible, 







Please note that Appleton-Century books are not covered. 











MESSAGE TO OUR CLIENTS 


First, may we wish you the Merriest of Merry Christmases, with the best business you 
have seen since 1929 - or even better. And the Happiest of New Years. 


Second, may we thank you for your cooperation this year past, and hope that we may 
work together for better business for many years to come. 


Certain points raised by your individual answers to the questionnaire sent out a month 
ago may be of general interest, so we are discussing them here, in the hopes that the 
discussion will bring out still further constructive suggestions. 


12 The new index sheets, which you should have received, contain in addition to the 
special pages for Foreign Books (F.B.), Garden Books (G.B.), Sporting Books (S.5.), 
Religious Books (R.B.), a sheet for Juvenile Books (J.B.). This is in response to the 
request on the part of some subscribers, and we are trying it out for the slim Spring 
juvenile season, though we feel it would be too unwieldy when the Fall deluge comes. 
However, we want your opinion, after a few months, so give it a trial....There have 
been some changes made in the order of the publisher index sheets, combining publish- 
ers whose business has combined (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard and Nelson, for example). The 
miscellaneous lists combine publishers from whom we get occasional books, or whose 
lists are very small, and these are arranged alphabetically, two or three to a sheet, 
with one blank sheet for odds and ends of special press books, etc...We shall give 
more space between sections on the index sheets, except when they run to so many pages 
that we are up against the 0. S. P. O. regulations for third class mail weight. 


2 Several people have asked that we issue, from time to time, annotated lists under 
subject heads. We should like more specific information as to what is wanted, whether 
these should be current titles or stock titles, and how often and in what form such 
lists would be valuable. Monthly summary ot "tops"? Staple items appraised?, etc. 


q The one recurrent criticism is that we are not brutal enough. That we can*t "give 
the masculine touch." Sometimes the fist in the velvet glove is more telling, jou 
know. And — after all ~- we have so many kinds of shops on the list, that a book that 
would be tripe for a specialized personal bookshop, would be legitimate fodder for a 
rental library or a department store. We try to indicate this split, and in future 
shall come out and say so. It's up to you to keep the publishers' representatives 
aware of the fact that we help their good books at the same time! 

4+ Wwe are confident that the greatest thoroughness and honesty in reviewing is given, 
but — with 3,000 books covered in a year, we cannot give every title the same person- 
al attention, and can only hope that the division of labor does not throw the impor- 
tant book into the shadow. In the Lecember 15th issue, we plan to do a bit of re- 
capitulation. Starring indicates - frequently - sales possibilities, as well as per- 
sonal enthusiasm. 


5+ Once again, we do our best on the question of advance dates, but when the rush is 
on we have to draw a line of human possibility, both for our reading and yours. Thie 
January ist issue will give jou reports on every title, regardless of tentative pub- 
lication date, that we have access to, in order to prepare you for the January tra- 
velers. 


6. Wwe regret the (at present) impossibility of coping with technical books. The 
limitations of the staff, and of surplus funds for highly technical reading, makes 
it difficult, at the moment. This applies also to covering Polish and Scandinavian 
books, the interest in which would be limited to public libraries rather than to our 
bookshop clients. 


Finally, we should appreciate receiving questionnaires (signed please) from those who 
have not sent in their answers, It is a great help, and we really try} to meet the 
suggestions when it is feasible. Thank you! 
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